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Alex Stopa’s Pale Blue Dot Wins Two 
Emmy® Awards and Four Nominations at 
the Pacific-Southwest Emmys. 
Las Vegas drummer, percussionist and composer Alex Stopa has been recognized with 
two Pacific-Southwest Emmy® Awards and four nominations for his original video 
performance of Pale Blue Dot, Concertino for Marimba, Strings, and Percussion. At the 
2026 ceremony, Stopa received the Emmy® Award for Musical Composition/Arrangement, 
while he and audio engineer Samuel Friend shared the Emmy® Award for Audio Recording, 
Mixing and Design. The project also earned nominations for Arts/Entertainment – Short 
Form or Long Form Content and Editor – Short Form Content. 

These honors continue a remarkable run of recognition for Stopa. In the past three years he 
has now received seven Emmy® nominations and three Emmy® Awards, following three 
Emmy® nominations and one Emmy® Award for his original composition Spiral in 2023. 

In May of this year, Pale Blue Dot also received a Bronze Telly Award in the General – Music, 
Dance & Performance category, recognizing excellence in music performance video and 
further highlighting the project's artistic and technical achievement. 

"I'm incredibly honored to receive this recognition and grateful to everyone who helped 
bring ‘Pale Blue Dot’ to life. This project was a collaborative eEort, and brought together an 
extraordinary team of musicians, filmmakers, and friends. I'm especially proud that it 
highlights the incredible depth of talent within the Las Vegas arts community." 

Inspired by the iconic 1990 Voyager 1 photograph of Earth and the writings of astronomer 
Carl Sagan, Pale Blue Dot is an original concertino for marimba, strings, and percussion 
that explores humanity's place within the vastness of space. The work combines classical, 
jazz, contemporary, and popular influences into a cinematic musical experience. 

The award-winning film was directed by Michael Tushaus and features an accomplished 
creative team and ensemble of musicians drawn from the Las Vegas Philharmonic, Cirque 
du Soleil, Broadway productions, and other leading performing organizations. Since its 
premiere, Stopa has also performed Pale Blue Dot with the College of Southern Nevada 
Symphony Orchestra and the Festival Internacional de Percusiones Orchestra in 
Chihuahua, Mexico. The project was supported in part by the Nevada Arts Council and the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 



A native of Australia, Alex Stopa is a Las Vegas-based drummer, percussionist, composer, 
educator, and three-time Emmy® Award-winning artist. He performs regularly with the Las 
Vegas Philharmonic, Cirque du Soleil's KÀ and O, and has performed with artists including 
Aretha Franklin, The Who, Bad Bunny, Amy Grant, Idina Menzel, Plácido Domingo, Donny 
and Marie Osmond, "Weird Al" Yankovic, and Seth MacFarlane. As a composer, his work 
reflects the eclectic musical landscape of Las Vegas, drawing inspiration from classical, 
jazz, rock, world, and contemporary styles while blurring the boundaries between genres. 
Stopa also serves as part-time faculty at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

 

For more information, visit www.alexstopa.com 

 

 


